
Welcome!
Make planning stress-free with Novel Effect

read-aloud calendars!

Novel Effect monthly calendars include
suggested soundscapes to read aloud based
on special events and celebrations.

With this digital option, you can easily swap
out the suggested titles if one isn't on your
shelves. In Canva, download a book cover of
your choice and drag it onto the cover you
want to replace. 



Nat’l Bird Day

Sunday Supper Day

Martin Luther King Jr. Day

Spaghetti Day

Hugging Day

COOL
CUTIES

TRY SOMETHING
NEW

REFRESH &
RESTART

SNOW MUCH
FUN

Bean Day

Hat Day Winnie the Pooh Day

Pie Day Opposite Day

Kazoo Day Lunar New Year Begins

read-a loud ca lendar

Aaron Blabey’s B’day Science Fiction Day

World Typing Day

Celebrate your
100th day withus! 

Festival of Sleep

Word Nerd Day
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https://noveleffect.page.link/r4W9hmW8ixvXxHG46
https://noveleffect.page.link/r4W9hmW8ixvXxHG46
https://noveleffect.page.link/W9UpyUNrmdVaACAJ8
https://noveleffect.page.link/W9UpyUNrmdVaACAJ8
https://noveleffect.page.link/cvXsAuUnzHPMFLcz5
https://noveleffect.page.link/cvXsAuUnzHPMFLcz5
https://noveleffect.page.link/zynuYniBHNLFdMTN8
https://noveleffect.page.link/zynuYniBHNLFdMTN8


it
's

 s
n

o
w

y 
o

u
ts

id
e



Rosa Parks'  B'day World Read-Aloud DayGroundhog Day

Freedom Day

Superbowl Valentine's Day

Presidents' Day

Tell a Fairy Tale Day

Love Your Pet Day

Polar Bear Day Ramadan Begins

read-a loud ca lendar
SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT

BLACK

HISTORY

MONTH

February 

Reasons to Read 

VALENTINE'SDAY

LOVE

PET
S

World Read Aloud Day

World Kindness Week

Engineers’ Week

CELEBRATE WITH US

https://noveleffect.page.link/sgBPS8XHYEUHQ4QT7
https://noveleffect.page.link/sgBPS8XHYEUHQ4QT7
https://noveleffect.page.link/sgBPS8XHYEUHQ4QT7
https://noveleffect.page.link/f1zQbutEJDn1S8tp8
https://noveleffect.page.link/f1zQbutEJDn1S8tp8
https://noveleffect.page.link/5CokQfxU8bKS2adk8
https://noveleffect.page.link/Xn8TuowRagasz2SP8
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Mem Fox's B'day

Pig Day

Amanda Gorman's B'day

Ruth Bader Ginsburg's B'day

1st Day of Spring Flower DayPanda Day St. Patrick's Day

Women's Day

Puppy Day

Read Across America

Ramadan Ends

Holi

read-a loud ca lendar

SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT

WOMEN'S HISTORY

MONTH

March Reasons to

Read

SPRING

SAINT PATRICK'S DAY

Read Across

America

CELEBRATE WITH US

MUSIC IN OURSCHOOLS

https://noveleffect.page.link/rS6Qjizmc7CeVYWdA
https://noveleffect.page.link/rS6Qjizmc7CeVYWdA
https://noveleffect.page.link/5qywrWfRP1ExfGZq8
https://noveleffect.page.link/WiPL5iEFW87gsQGJ9
https://noveleffect.page.link/aAiE8px12iw3gUPUA
https://noveleffect.page.link/aAiE8px12iw3gUPUA
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Find a Rainbow Day

Passover begins

Earth Day

Sibling Day

Gardening Day

Reading is Funny Day

Book Mobile Day Drop Everything & Read

Penguin Day Hug a Friend Day

Amy Krause Rosenthal's B'day Jazz Day

Library Workers Day

School Librarian Day

Easter

Pet Day

BOOKS ARE

BLOOMING
SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT

read-a loud ca lendar

BUNNY BOOKS

UNI-HORNS

POETRY

GUARANTEED GIGGLES

Apri l  Reasons 

to Read

WE LOVE

LIBRARIES

EASTE
R

https://noveleffect.page.link/YzKcYerdYQQNW1xn8
https://noveleffect.page.link/YzKcYerdYQQNW1xn8
https://noveleffect.page.link/R1BFXsmwmum1cxuJ9
https://noveleffect.page.link/GRaDThE72ZPZqfQ7A
https://noveleffect.page.link/s9TgMiedvmmG9BVs6
https://noveleffect.page.link/w9u7unMBtpqrBwBb8
https://noveleffect.page.link/w9u7unMBtpqrBwBb8
https://noveleffect.page.link/w9u7unMBtpqrBwBb8
https://noveleffect.page.link/7XJpRQCdJMwagVhY6
https://noveleffect.page.link/7XJpRQCdJMwagVhY6
https://noveleffect.page.link/zfBVDJHkmZmitWX97
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Teacher Appreciation

Sing Out Day

Purple for Peace Day

Museum Day

Mother Goose Day

Memorial Day

 Star Wars Day Cinco de Mayo No Socks Day

Tulip DayMothers' Day

M
ay  Reasons  to  R ead 

 SPACE

DAY

CREEPY
CRAWLIES

Space Day

DIFFERENTLY

AWESOME

SCHOOL'SOUT

SPORTS

read-a loud ca lendar
SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT

AAPI

MONTH

https://noveleffect.page.link/FjiRCcrWBtUz1TeUA
https://noveleffect.page.link/FjiRCcrWBtUz1TeUA
https://noveleffect.page.link/FjiRCcrWBtUz1TeUA
https://noveleffect.page.link/Ne4FG3Kcg2yqxjRy7
https://noveleffect.page.link/Ne4FG3Kcg2yqxjRy7
https://noveleffect.page.link/pCK6sQ7iZSrBvSJt7
https://noveleffect.page.link/pCK6sQ7iZSrBvSJt7
https://noveleffect.page.link/byvBebhs2T9BEoN38
https://noveleffect.page.link/byvBebhs2T9BEoN38
https://noveleffect.page.link/kp2EShLsANqRTVVT9
https://noveleffect.page.link/DU1dKJaozuP59Zh6A
https://noveleffect.page.link/DU1dKJaozuP59Zh6A
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Juneteenth Summer Solstice

Fairy Day

Dinosaur Day Egg Day

Best Friends Day Maurice Sendak's B'day Robert Munsch's B'day Flag Day

Father's Day

Cheese Lovers Day

Ju
n

e Reasons to Read 

read-a loud ca lendar

SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT

OCEANS OF POSSIBILITIES

READ WITH PRIDE

IMMIGRANT
HERITAGE

SCHOO
L'S

OUT

https://noveleffect.page.link/jjbi4fHpemc4aUkFA
https://noveleffect.page.link/jjbi4fHpemc4aUkFA
https://noveleffect.page.link/jjbi4fHpemc4aUkFA
https://noveleffect.page.link/jjbi4fHpemc4aUkFA
https://noveleffect.page.link/jjbi4fHpemc4aUkFA
https://noveleffect.page.link/jjbi4fHpemc4aUkFA
https://noveleffect.page.link/jjbi4fHpemc4aUkFA
https://noveleffect.page.link/jjbi4fHpemc4aUkFA
https://noveleffect.page.link/jjbi4fHpemc4aUkFA
https://noveleffect.page.link/jjbi4fHpemc4aUkFA
https://noveleffect.page.link/jjbi4fHpemc4aUkFA
https://noveleffect.page.link/jjbi4fHpemc4aUkFA
https://noveleffect.page.link/jjbi4fHpemc4aUkFA
https://noveleffect.page.link/jjbi4fHpemc4aUkFA
https://noveleffect.page.link/jjbi4fHpemc4aUkFA
https://noveleffect.page.link/jjbi4fHpemc4aUkFA
https://noveleffect.page.link/jjbi4fHpemc4aUkFA
https://noveleffect.page.link/jjbi4fHpemc4aUkFA
https://noveleffect.page.link/jjbi4fHpemc4aUkFA
https://noveleffect.page.link/jjbi4fHpemc4aUkFA
https://noveleffect.page.link/jjbi4fHpemc4aUkFA
https://noveleffect.page.link/jjbi4fHpemc4aUkFA
https://noveleffect.page.link/jjbi4fHpemc4aUkFA
https://noveleffect.page.link/WU3e6cJcvYC9SMZw8
https://noveleffect.page.link/SeBnKD7iEB2gJW49A
https://noveleffect.page.link/SeBnKD7iEB2gJW49A
https://noveleffect.page.link/byvBebhs2T9BEoN38
https://noveleffect.page.link/byvBebhs2T9BEoN38
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Independence Day

Sugar Cookie Day

Shark Day

Malala Day

Beatrix Potter Day

World UFO Day

Kissing Day Macaroni Day

Junk Food Day Jan Berenstain's B'day

SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT

read-a loud ca lendar

Ju
ly

 R
easons to Read

AMERICA THE
BEAUTIFUL

DISABILITY PRIDE

SHARK WEEK

https://noveleffect.page.link/BgyPZ46FPn8pfGVs5
https://noveleffect.page.link/BgyPZ46FPn8pfGVs5
https://noveleffect.page.link/448X3JsHL1qxigCC8
https://noveleffect.page.link/932SDSi75bjPfrid9
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National Poet's DayNational Aviation Day

Beach Day

Cat Day Watermelon Day

Play in the Sand Day

Book Lover's' Day

Dog Day

We Love Memoirs Day

World Elephant Day

Lane Smith's B'day

August 

Reasons to Read

Rock Paper Scissors Day

read-a loud ca lendar

SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT

DOG DAYS OF
SUMMER

MECHANICAL
MINDS

BACK TO
SCHOOL

https://noveleffect.page.link/8qvmnK5uCtmBDmFP9
https://noveleffect.page.link/8qvmnK5uCtmBDmFP9
https://noveleffect.page.link/nJEAsWQUBzCKVhEx8
https://noveleffect.page.link/nJEAsWQUBzCKVhEx8
https://noveleffect.page.link/BxNJtk8C64R61MeLA
https://noveleffect.page.link/BxNJtk8C64R61MeLA
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Skyscraper Day Cheese Pizza Day

Grandparents Day

Dot Day Read an eBook Day Talk Like a Pirate Day Doodle Day

UN Peace Day First Day of Fall

Patriot Day

Se

ptember Reasons to R
ead

read-a loud ca lendar

SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT

HISPANIC
HERITAGE

DOWN ON
THE FARM

GRANDMA 
& 

GRANDPA

LEAVES ARE
FALLING,

BOOKS ARE
CALLING

MANNERS
MONTH

https://noveleffect.page.link/aiMuGfhQiKYXD97w7
https://noveleffect.page.link/aiMuGfhQiKYXD97w7
https://noveleffect.page.link/BZN5B1SEa63Gbxh29
https://noveleffect.page.link/BZN5B1SEa63Gbxh29
https://noveleffect.page.link/2JTmn55thgYcpLwu5
https://noveleffect.page.link/2JTmn55thgYcpLwu5
https://noveleffect.page.link/2JTmn55thgYcpLwu5
https://noveleffect.page.link/2JTmn55thgYcpLwu5
https://noveleffect.page.link/2JTmn55thgYcpLwu5
https://noveleffect.page.link/Yshxzg5fUM2Nzmjm7
https://noveleffect.page.link/Yshxzg5fUM2Nzmjm7
https://noveleffect.page.link/Yshxzg5fUM2Nzmjm7
https://noveleffect.page.link/Yshxzg5fUM2Nzmjm7
https://noveleffect.page.link/3AS6VufVpDqBa1Do6
https://noveleffect.page.link/3AS6VufVpDqBa1Do6
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Taco Day

World Teacher Day Myths & Legends Day

Ed Emberly Day

Black Poetry Day

Reptile Awareness Day Nut Day Read for the Record

National Black Cat Day Statue of Liberty Day Halloween

David Shannon's B'day

O
cto

b
er R
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n

s to
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e
ad

FIRE SAFETY WEEK

Frankenstein Friday

Fire Safety Day

Diwali Begins

Indigenous People’s Day

read-a loud ca lendar

SATSUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI

WORLD SPACE

WEEK

HALLOWEEN

BULLYING

PREVENTION

https://noveleffect.page.link/Zze23X3XUYdxoEwc9
https://noveleffect.page.link/8y71cfgEGjCzfBXq7
https://noveleffect.page.link/8y71cfgEGjCzfBXq7
https://noveleffect.page.link/Ybek5GwHQRL1hefN9
https://noveleffect.page.link/FXV2TbXyTVn7M8rN6
https://noveleffect.page.link/FXV2TbXyTVn7M8rN6
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Hug a Bear DayElection Day STEM Day

Veteran's Day Kindness Day

Take a Hike Day

ThanksgivingCake Day

Dia de los Muertos

November Reasons

to Read

Substitute Teacher Day
AWARDWINNERS

read-a loud ca lendar

SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT

NATIVE

AM
ERICAN

HERITAGE 

BEAR-Y

G
O

O
D

BO
O

KS

DINOVEMBER

GIVING
THANKS

https://noveleffect.page.link/GRZH39WDCANVS2y98
https://noveleffect.page.link/GRZH39WDCANVS2y98
https://noveleffect.page.link/aZvi2FPq23dY5r5t8
https://noveleffect.page.link/aZvi2FPq23dY5r5t8
https://noveleffect.page.link/aZvi2FPq23dY5r5t8
https://noveleffect.page.link/aZvi2FPq23dY5r5t8
https://noveleffect.page.link/FDfKfQknDXWAQTc17
https://noveleffect.page.link/FDfKfQknDXWAQTc17
https://noveleffect.page.link/FDfKfQknDXWAQTc17
https://noveleffect.page.link/YufSa1xW3X5VaTA96
https://noveleffect.page.link/upuPyE53c9vgFfDSA
https://noveleffect.page.link/upuPyE53c9vgFfDSA
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Grinch Day Cookie Day Ninja Day

Gingerbread House Day

Oatmeal Muffin Day

First Day of Winter Christmas Kwanzaa

Hanukkah Begins

HOUR OF

CODE

D
e

ce
m

b
er Reasons to Read

read-a loud ca lendar

SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT

SEASON’SREADINGS

SNOW TIME

LIKE

WINTER

AWARD
WINNERS

https://noveleffect.page.link/6fU67GvstniJ2CZZ9
https://noveleffect.page.link/zUkEA7Rn6rwM1wGg6
https://noveleffect.page.link/fP6GPCpPLE9BWLwt5
https://noveleffect.page.link/fP6GPCpPLE9BWLwt5
https://noveleffect.page.link/FwNL5dMMB8r2DxSe8
https://noveleffect.page.link/yotHXFCyG9Jrxzbh9
https://noveleffect.page.link/73QuEB4U5eSyu4kf7
https://noveleffect.page.link/gAymBh7ogXEWJxaE7
https://noveleffect.page.link/gAymBh7ogXEWJxaE7
https://noveleffect.page.link/uPUx1zdCRXeHPxt96
https://noveleffect.page.link/uPUx1zdCRXeHPxt96
https://noveleffect.page.link/mWqcYqv7BZccsdEh8
https://noveleffect.page.link/mWqcYqv7BZccsdEh8
https://noveleffect.page.link/mWqcYqv7BZccsdEh8
https://noveleffect.page.link/7eoB4ZzxSrBAVbyS9
https://noveleffect.page.link/7eoB4ZzxSrBAVbyS9
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RESOURCES
OUR LITERACY EXPERTS HAVE CREATED READ-ALOUD RESOURCES TO HELP YOU PLAN

INTERACTIVE READ-ALOUDS BEFORE,  DURING, AND AFTER READING.

Keep this guide handy while you read-

aloud. It has quick, no-prep strategies

that activate background knowledge,

engage young readers in critical thinking,

and support social interactions while

talking about books!

These handy planning
sheets help plan a

month’s word of read-
alouds. Just jot the

soundscape name &
key vocabulary you
want to focus on!

Keep families informed and involved in

their student’s reading journey. This

printable makes it easy to share what

you’re reading and give families ideas to

extend learning at home.



What do you predict will happen next? What
makes you think that?
How does (character) feel? What words or
language helped you infer that? 
If you had one word to describe (character)
what would it be? What have they thought,
said, or done so far to infer that?
What experience, event, or other book does
this remind you of so far?
So far, which event seems important?

BEFORE READING DURING READING AFTER READING
What was the lesson or theme of the story?
Why do you think the author wrote this
book?
How did the character feel at the beginning
of the story compared to the end? Why did
their feelings change? 
What was the most important event of the
story, and why?
What new ideas, thinking, or feelings do you
have after reading?
What questions would you ask (character)?

BOOST COMPREHENSION
Use these questions, prompts, and engagement strategies to enhance read-aloud
comprehension and social skills. The activities are ideal for prompting reflection on the text,
igniting peer discussions, and making comprehension concrete through movement.
Transform your read-alouds into an immersive adventure in understanding and connection.

ENGAGEMENT STRATEGIES
EMOTION MOTION: Assign an emotion to each corner of the room. Reread a part of the book, students move to the
emotion they think best describes how the character felt at that moment and discusses their thinking with another.
PLOT TWIST DANCE: Students think of an alternative ending. When the music plays, students safely dance around the
room. When the music stops, they partner up and discuss their alternate endings to the story. 
FREEZE FRAME: Small groups of students select an important event from the story. They then, work together to create a
living statue of that scene. They stay frozen until other groups correctly guess the story event. 

What do you know about (book’s theme)? 
How would you feel if (plot) happened to
you or someone you care about? 
Looking at the cover, what do you predict
will happen?
What questions do the cover or title
generate? 
How might this (vocabulary) word help us
understand the story? 
What does a good friend (perseverance, or
theme) mean to you? 

Reading a repetitive story?
 

List repeated words on the
board. Invite students to

generate motions for those
repeated words. Each time
they hear that word read
they make the motion. 



SOUNDSCAPE VOCABULARY
W

EE
K

 1
W
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DURING READING

AFTER READING

What was the lesson or theme of the story?

Why do you think the author wrote this book?

How did the character feel at the beginning of

the story compared to the end? Why did their

feelings change? 

What was the most important event of the story,

and why?

What new ideas, thinking, or feelings do you

have after reading?

What questions would you ask (character)?

What do you predict will happen next? What

makes you think that?

How does (character) feel? What words or

language helped you infer that? Show it.

If you had one word to describe (character)

what would it be? What have they thought, said,

or done so far to infer that?

What experience, event, or other book does this

remind you of so far?

So far, which event seems important?

BEFORE READING

What do you know about (book’s theme)? 

How would you feel if (plot) happened to you or

someone you care about? 

Looking at the cover, what do you predict will

happen?

What questions do the cover or title generate? 

How might this (vocabulary) word help us

understand the story? 

What does a good friend (perseverance, or

theme) mean to you? 



SOUNDSCAPE VOCABULARY
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TODAY, WE READ:

with

QUESTIONS

TO ASK:
What was your
favorite part?

Why do you think the
author wrote the book?

How did the character
change by the end of the
story?

What would you have
done differently or the
same as the main
character?

5 READING TIPS
FOR HOME
Read together at bedtime
— make it a routine.

Schedule family reading, and
everyone shares their reading
after!

Start a small library in your
home.

Make trips to the public
library a fun event.

Add poetry reading and
reciting into your routine.


