
Book Title

Last Stop on Market Street

Content Area

PreK-5th

Grade Levels

ELA

Students will…

● Participate in a soundscape scavenger hunt.
● Write and draw about volunteering.
● Illustrate story elements.
● Write about CJ’s feelings.
● Summarize the story.
● Respond to writing prompts.
● Sort ending punctuation. 
● Define story vocabulary.
● Identify figurative language.

Scan the QR code →
to open the soundscape!

Materials Needed:

scissors, glue, coloring materials



Read Last Stop on Market Street with

Name: ________________________

Haha!

Soundscape Scavenger Hunt
Before listening to Last Stop on Market Street with Novel Effect have students look at the pictures 
below. Discuss what sound effects they might hear in the soundscape based on what they see. Then 

read the story aloud. After reading, ask students when they heard sound effects for the picture 
below. Ex. When did you hear a bell? I heard a bell when CJ was walking out of church!



Read Last Stop on Market Street with

Name: ________________________

Illustrate, or write about, 2 other ways you can 
volunteer in your community.

Draw your favorite soup!



D
raw

 your favorite kind of soup!

R
ead The Last S

top on M
arket S

treet  w
ith

N
am

e: _______________________________



C
olor the bus. Then, w

rite w
here your bus is going.

N
am

e: ____________________________________
      

                  

This bus is going _________________________



Read Last Stop on Market Street with

Name: ________________________

Draw the main characters.



_______________________________________

A
t first C

J felt…

Show
 how

 C
J’s feelings changed throughout the story. 

D
raw

 his facial expressions and w
rite the m

atching em
otion.

N
am

e: ____________________________________
      

                  

_______________________________________

B
ut then he felt…

R
ead Last S

top on M
arket S

treet w
ith



Read Last Stop on Market Street with

Name: ________________________

First Next

Then Last

Last Stop Summary



A Star Summary

Read Last Stop on Market Street with

Name: ________________________

Write about each part of Last Stop on Market Street below.

Who?

What?

When?

Where?

Why?

How?



Read Last Stop on Market Street with

Name: ________________________

Parts of Speech Sort

Nouns

Verbs

look bus hat play

seat help CJ see



Read Last Stop on Market Street with

Name: ________________________

Parts of Speech Sort

Verbs

Adjectives

deep wet walk dirty

sniff dark pat squeeze



________________________________

I would like to volunteer at

Read The Last Stop on Market Street with

Name: ________________________



Read The Last Stop on Market Street with

Name: ________________________

____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________

The Last Stop on Market Street



Read The Last Stop on Market Street with

Name: ________________________

____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________

Volunteering is 
important because…



Read The Last Stop on Market Street with

Name: ________________________

__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________

A Time I’ve Volunteered



Read The Last Stop on Market Street with

Name: ________________________

__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________

Volunteering



Read The Last Stop on Market Street with

Name: ________________________

_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________

The Last Stop on Market Street



R
ead Last S

top on M
arket S

treet w
ith

N
am

e: ________________________

C
au

se
E

ff
ect

W
rite about, or illustrate, a cause and effect 

from
 Last Stop on M

arket Street.



Read Last Stop on Market Street with

Name: ________________________

1. Why don’t we have a car

4. What’s that I see

3. They sat on the bus

6. I’m glad we came

5. Why is it so dirty

2. The bus doors swung open

Last Stop Sentences
Cut and paste the correct punctuation to the end of each sentence.

. ? . . ? ?



Read Last Stop on Market Street with

Name: ________________________

Vocabulary Visuals
Match each picture with the word it was associated to in the story.

Glue image here. Glue image here. Glue image here.

Glue image here. Glue image here. Glue image here.

plucking patterlurched

arcing freckled deep

Haha!



Read Last Stop on Market Street with

Name: ________________________

Market Street Match
Cut and glue the words onto the correct definitions.

blind lurch graffiti

freckled creak stray

a squawking 
sound

being unable 
to see

sudden or 
abrupt motion 

in one 
direction

markings or 
drawings in a 
public place

an animal 
without an 

owner

something with 
many small 

spots



CJ pushed through the _____________ doors.

plucking rhythm lurched hummed

crumbling church arced pattered

The bus _____________ forward.

Rain _____________ against the windshield. 

Nana _____________ as she knit on the bus.

CJ hopped off the bus onto _____________ sidewalks.

The guitar player was _____________ strings.

The music’s _____________ lifted CJ out of the bus.

A rainbow _____________ over the soup kitchen.

Cut and glue the words to complete the sentences.

Name: _________________________

Read Last Stop on Market Street with

Vocabulary Sentences



Determine the theme of Last Stop on Market Street.
Then use 2 pieces of evidence from the text to support your answer.

Read Last Stop on Market Street with

Name: ________________________

Tex
t 

#1

Evidence

Theme:

#2



Read Last Stop on Market Street with

Name: ________________________

“Sometimes when you’re 
surrounded by dirt, CJ, you’re a 

better witness for what’s 
beautiful.”

Who said this quote? What prompted them to say this?

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 

What does this quote mean to you?

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 

Do you think CJ agreed with this? Why or why not?

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 



Finding Figurative Language

Read Last Stop on Market Street with

Name: ________________________

After reading Last Stop on Market Street sort examples of figurative language from the story.

simile metaphor

personification personification

The bus 
sighed.

“The rhythm lifted 
CJ out of the bus.”

“Trees get 
thirsty too.”

“The outside air 
smelled like 
freedom.”



Last Stop on Market Street
Discussion Questions

Before Reading:
• What kind of transportation do you see on the cover?

○ Where do you think they are going?
○ Why are they taking a bus instead of car?
○ Have you ever ridden a bus? What rules do you have to follow?

• How many medals do you see on the cover?
○ What colors are they?
○ What do you think these awards might be for?

■ This book was awarded the 2016 Newbery Medal which honors authors for 
their writing.

■ It was also awarded the 2016 Caldecott Medal which honors picture book 
illustrators for their artwork.
● How many years ago was it awarded these medals?

While Reading:
• While on the bus CJ says, “Sure wish I had one of those.” 

○ What does he want? How can you tell?
○ What does Nana mean when she says, “You got the real live thing sitting across 

from you.”?
• CJ sees a rainbow over their soup kitchen. What is a soup kitchen?
• Look closely at the illustrations once they are inside the soup kitchen.

○ Are they eating there or volunteering? How can you tell?

After Reading:
• What Novel Effect sounds did you hear during the story? How did they match the story 

and illustrations?
• How often do CJ and his grandmother visit the soup kitchen? How do you know?
• CJ and his grandmother spend every Sunday volunteering at the soup kitchen. 

○ Why do you think they do this?
○ What does this tell you about them?
○ Why is volunteering important?
○ Where else can you volunteer your time?

• How do CJ’s feelings change about volunteering by the end of the story?
○ What caused this change?
○ How do you think CJ will feel the following Sunday?

• Describe some of the people CJ and his grandmother met throughout the story.

Read Last Stop on Market Street with

K-2



Last Stop on Market Street
Discussion Questions

Before Reading:
• Make a prediction about the story based on the cover art and title.
• What medals do you see on the cover?

○ This book was awarded the 2016 and Newbery Medal and the 2016 
Caldecott Medal.

• Describe the significance of these medals.
○ The Newbery Medal honors authors for their writing and the Caldecott 

Medal honors picture book illustrators for their artwork.
• As you listen to the story, make a mental note of the Novel Effect sounds you 

hear. 

While Reading:
• What does the simile, “The outside air smelled like freedom,” mean?
• As CJ closes his eyes and listens to the music, what descriptive words are 

used? What are you visualizing?
○ What metaphor does the author use on this page? Why do you 

think he made this choice?
• What do you realize about Market Street once CJ and his grandmother 

get off the bus? What questions do you have?
 
After Reading:
• Which Novel Effect sounds helped you visualize the setting?

○ What subtle details did the composers add to the soundscape?
○ Describe the mood of the soundscape.

• Make an inference about the stop Nana and CJ get off at. 
○ What descriptive language did the author use to describe the stop?
○ What sounds or smells did you visualize? 

• At what point do you think CJ’s feelings started to change?
○ How did his feelings change?
○ What do you think caused this change?

• Describe the symbolism of the rainbow. 
• Determine the story’s theme. Use an example from the book.

Read Last Stop on Market Street with

3-5



Last Stop on Market Street
Writing Prompts

● Write about a time you volunteered somewhere.
○ Where did you go?
○ What did you do?
○ How did you feel while doing it?
○ Would you do it again? Why or why not?

● CJ and his grandmother volunteer every 
weekend. What is a routine you do weekly or 
monthly?

● The characters met several interesting people 
throughout the story. Write about an interesting 
person you’ve met before.
○ When and where did you meet them?
○ Why were they interesting?
○ Do you still keep in touch with them?

● Continue the story! What do you think CJ and his 
grandmother will do the rest of the day?

● Write a sequel to this book! How will CJ act 
differently the following Sunday?

● What lesson did CJ learn at the end of this 
story? Why is this an important lesson?

K-2

Read Last Stop on Market Street with



Last Stop on Market Street
Writing Prompts             

● Compare and contrast CJ at the 
beginning of the story versus the end. 

● Rewrite the story from CJ’s point of view. 
● Write about a time you volunteered. Use 

descriptive language to describe your 
experience.

● Write about the importance of volunteer 
work. Include at least 3 benefits of 
volunteering.

● Write about your interpretation of the 
following quote, “Sometimes when you’re 
surrounded by dirt, CJ, you’re a better 
witness for what’s beautiful.”
○ How does it make you feel?
○ What does it mean to you? 
○ Write about a situation where this is 

applicable.

3-5
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No Print Novelties

Read Last Stop on Market Street with

Use these no print activities at school or home.

Home Challenge

Look for soup kitchens in your area to 
volunteer in with your little learner!

Limitless Soup

Before Playing:
● As a whole group, students brainstorm different types of soup aloud (real or 

fictional). This will get students thinking!
● Students sit at their desk to play.

While Playing:
● To start the game, the teacher says a type of soup. 

○ For example: chicken noodle.
● Students raise their hand if they can think of one type of soup that starts with 

the last letter of the previous soup. The teacher calls on the student based on 
the first hand up.
○ For example: eggplant or elephant (because they types start with e and 

chicken noodle ended with e).
● The student stays standing for the rest of the game once called on.
● Then, the next students raise their hand to share a soup.

○ For example: tortilla (because tortilla starts with a t and eggplant ended 
with a t)

● This continues until every student is standing.

Accomodation:
● Allow students to call on others for help, if needed.
● If you notice students struggling, write each new soup on the board to help 

students recognize the last letter.

This fun exercise practices literacy skills and creativity. 

https://www.homelessshelterdirectory.org/foodbanks/

