
Book Title

I Am Rosa Parks

Content Area

ELA, Black History

Grade Levels

1st-5th

Students will…

● Spell story vocabulary.
● Write about Rosa Parks.
● List character traits that describe Rosa Parks.
● Create a timeline.
● Write about a cause and effect from the biography.
● Create a comic strip.
● Summarize the book.
● Write about the Montgomery Bus Boycott.

Scan the QR code →
to open the soundscape!

Materials Needed:

coloring materials
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Name: ________________________

Character Traits
Write two character traits that describe Rosa Parks. 

Then, illustrate examples of these traits from events in the book.

Trait:

Trait:



Rosa Parks
Illustrate Rosa Parks. Then, describe her feelings, motivation(s) 

and character traits throughout the book.
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Interesting Facts
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Researcher’s Name: ________________________________
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Birthday: ____________
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Rosa Parks is best known for…
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Timeline:
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Rosa Parks’ Timeline
Create a timeline that shows the most important events in Rosa’s life.

1.

2.

3.

5.

4.
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This book includes comic book style illustrations. 
Illustrate an important part of the story in the comic strips.
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__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________

Describe the event you drew.

I Am Rosa Parks
This book includes comic book style illustrations. Illustrate an important part of 

the story in the comic strips. Then describe the scene you depicted.
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Name: ________________________

Beginning:

Middle:

End:

This book includes comic book style illustrations. 
Illustrate pivotal parts of the biography in the comic strips.



Somebody: Who was the biography about?

Summarize the Biography

Read I Am Rosa Parks with

Name: ________________________

Retell the story by writing or illustrating the events.

Wanted: What did she want?

But: What was the problem?

So: How was the problem solved?

Then: What happened next?
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Write an article that describes the Montgomery Bus Boycott.
Add a title, illustrations, and descriptive paragraph.
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I Am Rosa Parks
Discussion Questions

Before Reading:
• Describe the scene on the front cover. 
• This book is part of the series, “Ordinary People Change the World”.

○ How did Rosa Parks change the world?
○ What do you think we will learn about her in this book?

While Reading:
• On the first two pages, point to the speech bubbles. 

○ Where have you seen speech bubbles before?
○ What is their purpose? 

• Who is telling the story? How can you tell?
• Rosa describes that black students had to walk while white students could 

ride the bus. She said there were no civil rights. What are civil rights?
• How does Rosa Parks show strength and bravery?

 
After Reading:
• Recall from the story:

○ Why was Rosa’s brother picking on her at the beginning of the 
story?

○ How was Rosa’s school different from the school white children 
attended?

○ Why did Rosa Parks stop using the colored water fountains and 
elevators?

○ What was the Montgomery Bus Boycott?
• What part of this book surprised you?
• How did Rosa Parks contribute to the Civil Rights Movement?
• What challenges did Rosa Parks face?
• How did this biography make you feel? Why?
• Describe a part of the book where you think Rosa felt proud.
• Did you like the style of this book? Why or why not?

Read I Am Rosa Parks with
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I Am Rosa Parks
Discussion Questions

Before Reading:
• This book is part of the series, “Ordinary People Change the World”.

○ What other books have you read in this series?
○ How did Rosa Parks change the world?
○ Which other historical figures changed the world during the Civil 

Rights Movement?
• How does the cover art relate to the Civil Rights Movement?
• Based on the title, what tense do you think the story will be written in? 

Explain your reasoning.

While Reading:
• How does Rosa Parks’ school differ from the school white children 

attended?
○ How do you think this made her and her classmates’ feel?

• Rosa Parks refuses to give up her seat for the white man. What do you 
think will happen next?

• Rosa says she ignited a movement. Explain what she means.
 

After Reading:
• Recall from the story:

○ Describe Rosa Parks’ early life.
○ Why did Rosa and her classmates only go to school 5 months out of 

the year? 
○ What was the Montgomery Bus Boycott?

■ How was this a catalyst for further change?
• What perspective was the story written from? Explain how you can tell. 
• Why do you think the author and illustrator chose to depict this story in a 

comic book style?
• How is this book different than other biographies you’ve read?
• What new facts did this biography teach you?

Read I Am Rosa Parks with
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I Am Rosa Parks
Writing Prompts

● Why do you think Rosa Parks decided to 
stand up for what she believed in?
○ How do you think she felt when she was 

doing this?
○ What do you think encouraged her to be 

brave?
● Write three facts you learned about Rosa 

Parks and one question you still have.
● How did Rosa Parks help change unfair 

laws?
● Describe the unfair laws Rosa Parks had to 

follow.
● Write about the Montgomery Bus Boycott.
○ What started this movement?
○ How did people participate in this 

movement?
○ What change did this accomplish?  

1-2
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I Am Rosa Parks
Writing Prompts

● Compare and contrast Rosa Parks 
and another leader of the Civil 
Rights Movement.

● Write about the effects of the 
Montgomery Bus Boycott.

● Write about challenges Rosa 
Parks faced. 

● Write about the legacy Rosa Parks 
left behind.

● Write a letter to Rosa Parks.
● Summarize the biography I Am 

Rosa Parks.
● Create a timeline based on Rosa 

Parks’ life.

3-5
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No Print Novelties

Read I Am Rosa Parks with

Use these no print activities at school or home.

Home Challenge

Watch a kid friendly video about Rosa 
Parks. Discuss how her actions impacted 

the Civil Rights Movement and present day.

Sticky Note Word Cloud:
Directions:
● Write the name ‘Rosa Parks’ on your whiteboard.
● Give each student a sticky note.
● Students write a character trait or adjective that describes Rosa 

Parks. They place it on the board around her name.
● Once all sticky notes are up, begin reviewing each word that’s 

posted on the board.
● Point to a word on the board. Ask students to give an example 

of how she embodied that trait (allow students to share about 
any word, it doesn’t have to be about the same one they 
posted). 

Challenge:
● As a whole class, group the words into different 

categories.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7sqiZ7agt4Q

