
Book Title

Grumpy Groundhog

Content Area

Groundhog Day, ELA

Grade Levels

PreK-5th

Students will…

● Describe and illustrate the problem and solution.
● Sequence the story.
● Respond to writing prompts.
● Draw slippers and breakfast for the groundhog.
● Write a motivating news article.
● Sort rhyming words.
● Inquire and research about groundhogs.
● Sort true and false statements about groundhogs. 

Scan the QR code →
to open the soundscape!

Materials Needed:

scissors, glue, coloring materials



Name: _______________________________
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Trace and decorate slippers for the grumpy groundhog.
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D
esign a fancy breakfast to get the groundhog out of bed!



________________________________

The townspeople served the groundhog breakfast on a fancy tray. 
Create a breakfast you think would get the groundhog out of bed. Then, write what you would serve.

For breakfast I would serve the groundhog
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Name: ________________________



The townspeople served the groundhog breakfast on a fancy tray.  Create a breakfast you think would get the 
groundhog out of bed. Then, write about what you would serve and why.

For breakfast, I would serve the groundhog ___________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________
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Name: ________________________
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Illustrate the story’s problem

 and solution. 
W

rite a brief description of each event under your illustrations.
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Sequence Grumpy Groundhog
Sequence the story. Cut and paste the pictures to order the story’s events.
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Name: ________________________

First Next Then

After that Last



Name: ______________________

Sequence the story. Write about each event from the story.

First ____________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

Next ____________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

Then ____________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

Last ____________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________
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Sequence Grumpy Groundhog



Write which season you’d prefer more of. Then, draw yourself during spring or winter.

I would rather have a longer ___________________.
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Name: ________________________

spring    or     winter



Write which season you’d prefer to be longer and why. Then, draw yourself during spring or winter.

I would rather have a longer ___________________
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Name: ________________________

spring    or     winter

because ___________________________________



Groundhog Day

_____________
_____________
_____________
_____________
___________

Write what you’ve 
learned about 
Groundhog Day. 
Then, color the 
groundhog and cut 
around the template!



Groundhog Day

__________________
__________________
__________________
__________________
__________________
__________________
_______________

Write what you’ve 
learned about 
Groundhog Day. 
Then, color the 
groundhog and cut 
around the template!



Groundhog Day

__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
______________________

Write what you’ve 
learned about 
Groundhog Day. 
Then, color the 
groundhog and cut 
around the template!



Name: _______________________________
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Write a news article that you think would entice the groundhog to get out of bed. Include two illustrations.
Example: Free plant buffet in town square for all groundhogs on February 2nd! 



Name: _______________________________
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_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________

Write a news article that you think would entice the groundhog to get out of bed. Include two illustrations.
Example: Free plant buffet in town square for all groundhogs on February 2nd! 



Punxsutawney Rhyming Pairs

fed not fat

pot pat red

rat wed got
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Name: ________________________

hot hat bed 



.

Punxsutawney Rhyming Pairs

there play stay

away pair said

head thread glare
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Name: ________________________

wear tray bed 



hibernate

bouquet

surprise

pair

crowd

outside

please

mayor

loud

cried

tray

knees

eyes

late

glare

player

Directions: Cut out the words 
below. Glue the words onto their 
matching rhyming pair.

Name: ______________________

Punxsutawney 
Rhyming Pairs
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N
am

e: _______________________________Groundhogs

can
have

need

W
rite about groundhogs in the organizer below.
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Everyone 
wants spring 

to come!

Groundhogs 
are cute.

Groundhog 
Day is on 

February 2nd.

Winter is too 
cold.

Groundhogs 
hibernate.

Groundhogs 
are related 
to squirrels.

Groundhog 
Day is fun to 

celebrate.

Groundhogs 
eat plants.

True False
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Name: ________________________

Sort the statements about Groundhog Day.



Animal: Groundhog

Researcher’s Name: ___________________________________________________

What do groundhogs eat?

____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________

Interesting Facts:

___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________

Would a groundhog make a good pet? 
Why or why not?

_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________

Fur Color: __________________________

Body Parts: _________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

Where do groundhogs live?

_____________________
_____________________
_____________________



Animal: Groundhog

Lifespan: ___________________________

Description:
_______________________________
_______________________________
_______________________________
_______________________________
_______________________________
_______________________________

Researcher’s Name: _______________________________

Diet:
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________

Interesting Facts:
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
__________

Predators:
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________

Habitat:
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________



Grumpy Groundhog
Discussion Questions

Before Reading:
• Where is the groundhog? How can you tell?
• How can you tell it is grumpy? 
• Why do you think the groundhog is grumpy?
• When are times you feel grumpy?

While Reading:
• After reading the first page, why do you think the mayor and 

townspeople want the groundhog to come out?
• Where does this story take place? How can you tell?
• Why do you think the groundhog is refusing to get out of bed?
• After reading the newspaper, the groundhog still refuses to come out. 

Look at the townspeople's’ faces and body language. How are they 
feeling?

• Why does the mayor say that the chilly weather is going away? Do 
you think groundhogs can actually predict the weather?  

• Look closely at the snowman at the end of the story. Who or what 
does it look like?

After Reading:
• Recall from the story: What finally got the groundhog out of bed?
• Describe the story’s problem and solution.
• Did you relate to the groundhog when he didn’t want to get out of 

bed? Does your grownup ever have to get you out of bed, like the 
mayor tried? What do they do to wake you up?

• Which parts of this story could actually happen in real life? Which 
could not?

• What questions do you have about groundhogs or Groundhog Day?

Read Grumpy Groundhog with

K-2



Grumpy Groundhog
Discussion Questions

Before Reading:
• What background knowledge do you have about groundhogs and/or 

Groundhog Day?
• Based on this knowledge, list reasons you think the groundhog might be 

grumpy.
• List synonyms for grumpy. 
• As we read, look closely at the details in the illustrations. Raise your hand 

when you see something that gives more information about Groundhog 
Day.

While Reading:
• On the first page the mayor mentions, “...this is no time to hibernate!” 

What other animals hibernate? What is the purpose?
• What city, state, and country does this story take place in? How do you 

know?
• Look closely at the blueish gray illustrations behind the townspeople. What 

do you see? Why do you think the illustrator included these details?
• Describe the boy’s strategy for giving the groundhog a newspaper. Why 

does he think this will coax him out? 
• What kind of breakfast do you think a groundhog would actually enjoy? 

Hint: Groundhogs are mostly vegetarian. 
• Groundhog finally did a jig to the door. List synonyms for the word jig.
• The mayor exclaims that the chilly weather is going away. Why does he 

think this?
 

After Reading:
• Make a statement about the townspeople from Groundhog’s perspective. 
• What inference can you make about the townspeople or the town?
• Describe a yearly tradition that is important to your community.
• Would you prefer a longer winter or longer spring? Why?
• List 2 positive things about having a longer winter.

Read Grumpy Groundhog with

3-5



Grumpy Groundhog
Writing Prompts

● Would you rather have an early spring or 
a longer winter? Why?

● Write facts about Groundhog Day. What 
do you know about it? Where is it 
celebrated? What does the groundhog 
do?

● Write a story about visiting 
Punxsutawney, Pennsylvania on 
Groundhog Day.

● Write about a time you’ve cheered 
someone up when they were grumpy.

● Write about a time someone’s cheered 
you up when you were grumpy.

● What strategies can you use to cheer 
people up?

● How would you try to coax a groundhog 
out of its burrow?

K-2
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Grumpy Groundhog
Writing Prompts

● Write a prequel to the story that 
explains why the groundhog is 
grumpy.

● Rewrite the story from the 
groundhog’s perspective. 

● Write a pros and cons list for a 
longer winter or spring.

● Write a letter from the 
townspeople to the groundhog 
convincing him to come out. 
Then, respond to it from the 
groundhog’s perspective.

● Write a thank you letter to the 
groundhog for coming out.

3-5
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No Print Novelties

Read Grumpy Groundhog with

Use these no print activities at school or home.

Home Challenge

Learn about the history of Groundhog Day 
on Punxsutawney’s official site! 

Class Vote:
Directions:
● Take a class vote! Tally how many students think the groundhog 

will see his shadow this year, and how many think it will not. 
Write the numbers on the board for students to reference. 

● Then, pose the following types of math questions for students 
to solve on a whiteboard or paper:
○ Do more or less students think the groundhog will see his 

shadow?
○ Which group has an even number? Which group has an 

odd number?
○ How many more/less students think the groundhog will 

see his shadow than do not?
○ Add, subtract, multiply, divide each group by #
○ Draw a bar graph to represent both groups (include x and 

y axis)
○ Which group can be divided evenly by a number? What 

number(s)?

https://www.groundhog.org/legend-and-lore

