
Book Title

Where the Wild Things Are

Content Area

ELA

Grade Levels

Prek-3rd

Learning Targets

Activity 1: Students decorate Max’s boat.
Activity 2: Students design their own wild thing.

Activity 3: Students illustrate each part of the story.
Activity 4: Students respond to a writing prompt.

Activity 5-6: Students illustrate and write about a cause/effect.
Activity 7: Students write an apology to Max’s mom from his perspective.

Activity 8: Students write synonyms and antonyms.
Activity 9: Students define story vocabulary.

Activity 10: Students explore shades of meaning.
Craftivity: Students cut and glue shapes to create a boat.

Scan the QR code →
to open the soundscape!

Materials Needed:

pencil, coloring materials, scissors, glue

Tech Tip:
Click here to learn how to fold a paper boat. Origami paper 

is not needed, simply cut a sheet of printer paper into a 
square.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xuAwuTBpfQw


Decorate Max’s 

boat.
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My Wild Thing

Illustrate your own ‘wild thing’.
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Beginning

Illustrate each part of Where the Wild Things Are.

Middle

End Favorite Part
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I would ___________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

If I were king or queen of the wild things
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C
ause:

E
ff

ect:

N
am

e: ____________________________________
      

                  
Illustrate the cause and effect for this event.

W
rite a description of the cause under your first illustration.

C
om

plete the C
ause and E

ff
ect

M
ax w

as sent to bed early.

R
ead W

here the W
ild Things A

re w
ith



C
ause:

E
ff

ect:

N
am

e: ____________________________________
      

                  
Illustrate one cause and effect event from

 the story. 
W

rite a brief description the events under your illustrations.
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D
ear M

om
,

Thank you for _____________ 

_________________________

_________________________

S
incerely,

M
ax

I am
 sorry for _____________

_________________________

_________________________

D
ear M

om
,

Thank you for _____________ 

_________________________

_________________________

S
incerely,

M
ax

I am
 sorry for _____________

_________________________

_________________________



Synonym Antonym

wild

kid

supper

upset

mischief

play

terrible

hungry

gnash

hot

Story Synonyms and Antonyms
Write a synonym and antonym for each word.
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Your Definition Picture

mischief

gnash

rumpus

supper

costume

Story Vocabulary
Define and illustrate the words below.
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calm

deceive wild

savage

dream
feral

adventure prank

explore

unused words

hoodwink

trick

Shades of Meaning

jokeuntamed

Words range in intensity and power. Using the word bank below, list related words 
for untamed and joke from least intense to most intense. Then, write the 3 unused 

words.
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Boat Craftivity:

Directions:
● Print pages 13 and 14 for each 

student.
● Students color and cut out the shapes 

(page 13).
● They glue the shapes together on page 

14 to complete the boat.

Materials:
● scissors
● glue
● coloring materials
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Color and cut 
out the shapes. 
Glue them onto 

the boat 
template.
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Where the Wild Things Are
Discussion Questions

Before Reading:
• What does it mean that the story and illustrations are made 

by the same person? What is his name?
• Based on the cover, what predictions do you have about 

this book?
• Describe what you notice about the character on the cover.
• What do you think wild things are in this story?

While Reading:
• How do you think Max feels when his mother sends him to 

his room?
• Do you think Max is actually sailing away? Why or why not?
• Describe the wild things. Would you be scared of meeting 

them?
• Why do you think the wild things made Max king?

After Reading:
• How do you think the supper arrived to Max’s room?
• If Max’s supper was still hot, what inference can you make?
• Review the first two illustrations. How was Max causing 

mischief?
• Do you agree with Max’s punishment? Why or why not?
• Do you think a forest really grew in Max’s bedroom. If not, 

what do you think happened instead?
• How did the illustrations help you understand the story?
• How did the Novel Effect sound effects add to the story?

Prek-3

Read Where the Wild Things Are with



Where the Wild Things Are
Writing Prompts

● Was this story fiction or 
nonfiction? How can you tell?

● If you could travel anywhere when 
you get upset, where would you 
go? Why?

● Describe a vivid dream you’ve 
had.

● Write about an adventure you 
would take on a sailboat.

● What character traits describe 
Max? Why?

● Continue the story. What do you 
think Max will do next?

● When do you like to use your 
imagination?

K-3
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Use these low prep and no print activities at home and school.

Home Challenge

No Print Novelties

Look back through the book 
together. What verbs (action words) 
do you notice? Take turns acting out 

different verbs in the story.

A Map for Max

Directions:
● Students visualize the far away land Max 

traveled to from his bedroom. 
● Individually or with a partner, students draw 

a map of how they visualize this land. 

For extra challenge, students add and label 
landforms on their map. They may also include a 
map key.
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