
Book Title
The Dark

Content Area
ELA

Grade Levels

K-5

Learning Targets 
Activities 1-2: Students listen carefully to the soundscape.

Activity 3-5: Students visualize the setting.
Activities 6-8: Students sequence the story.

Activities 9-11: Students add a scene to the story.
Activity 12: Students identify the author’s purpose.

Activity 13: Students design a soundtrack.
Activities 14-15: Students infer literary elements.

Activity 16:  Students reflect on the story.
Activity 17: Students compare and contrast the main character.

Activity 18: Students complete a story plot.
Activity 19: Students play This or That.

Tech Tip: 
Students play a scary game of their choice.

Materials Needed:
paper, pencils, coloring materials

Scan the QR code →
to open the soundscape!

https://www.roomrecess.com/pages/SpookyGames.html


Soundscape Scavenger Hunt
While listening to the story, listen for these sounds. When you hear them, color in the circle or 

use a dabber to mark it. In the blank circles write or draw another sound you heard!

Read The Dark with

Name: ________________________

washing machine

creaky door

rain

owl

clock

stairs



Soundscape Sketch
While listening to the story, draw a picture of the different sounds you hear in the Novel Effect 

soundscape. Afterwards, the class will discuss which sounds they sketch.

Read The Dark with

Name: ________________________



welcom
ing

scary
R

ead The D
ark w

ith

N
am

e: ________________________________
D

esign the houses! M
ake one house look 

w
elcom

ing and the other scary!



Read The Dark with

Name: ________________________ Design the house based 
on how you imagine it 

from the story.



Directions: Draw a picture of 

what Laszlo’s house looks like 

from the outside. Afterwards, 

write adjectives (descriptive 

words) to describe the house.

Write adjectives (words that describe) to tell about the house. 

Read The Dark with

Name: ________________________



Summarize each part of the story.

Read The Dark with

Name: ________________________



_______________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

Summarize each part of the story.

Name: _________________
Read The Dark with



First

Next

Then

After That

Last

Directions: Cut and glue the story events from The Dark in order.

Sequence the Story

Laszlo found a flashlight.

Laszlo looks for the dark.

Laszlo is not afraid of the dark.

Laszlo is afraid of the dark.

Laszlo hears the dark calling his name.

Read The Dark with

Name: ________________________



Missing Scene
Illustrate another scene that could have been included to show that Laszlo is afraid 

of the dark. 

Read The Dark with

Name: ________________________



_________________
_________________
_________________
_________________
_________________

Name: ________________________

Missing Scene
Write another scene that could have been included to show that Laszlo is afraid of 

the dark. Then include an illustration at the top.

Read The Dark with



___________________________
___________________________
___________________________
___________________________
___________________________
___________________________
___________________________
___________________________

Name: ________________________

Missing Scene
Write another scene that could have been included to show that Laszlo is afraid of 

the dark. Then include an illustration at the top.

Read The Dark with



Author’s Purpose

Entertain

The author wants 
you to read this book 

for fun.

Persuade

The author wants to 
convince you of 

something.

Inform
The authors wants to 
give you information 

about a topic.

Shade one of the boxes below that best explains  Lemony Snicket’s purpose for writing The Dark.

Write three examples from the book that show the author’s purpose.

Read The Dark with

Name: ________________________



Name: ______________________

List music you would 
play in the background 

if The Dark were a 
movie.

Read The Dark with



Personification in The Dark
Personification is when writers give a nonhuman thing human characteristics. 

Draw what the dark would look like with the personification Lemony Snicket gave 
it. Then explain the effect personification had on you as a reader.

the voice of the dark was creaky

____________________________________________
____________________________________________
____________________________________________

pressed up against some old damp boxes

wait in a distant corner spread itself against the windows and doors

Read The Dark with

Name: ________________________



The Dark is Ironic
Irony is when what you expect to happen is different from what actually 

happens. For example, in the book The Dark, the ending of the story is ironic. 

Shade one of the boards below that best illustrates the irony at the end of the 
story.

____________________________________________
____________________________________________
____________________________________________
____________________________________________

Read The Dark with

Name: ________________________

The Dark helps 
Laszlo find a 

lightbulb. 

The bottom drawer 
is smiling in the 

basement.

Irony can make readers feel. Circle the emotion below that the irony in The 
Dark elicited from you. Then explain why it made you feel that way.

humor     anger     fear    disbelief     disappointment



The Dark is Ironic
Irony is when what you expect to happen is different from what actually 

happens. For example, in the book The Dark, the ending of the story is ironic. 

Respond to the prompts below. Then explain what makes it ironic.

____________________________________________
____________________________________________
____________________________________________
____________________________________________
____________________________________________
____________________________________________

Read The Dark with

Name: ________________________

What I expected to happen when 
Laszlo went to the basement.

What actually happened when Laszlo 
went to the basement.



This story made me feel _____________________________________ 

I would describe Laszlo as ___________________________________

I could tell Laszlo was scared because _________________________

___________________________________________________________

This book made me think about _______________________________

___________________________________________________________

My favorite part of the Novel Effect soundscape was_____________

___________________________________________________________

The illustrations showed _____________________________________

___________________________________________________________

I could tell that Laszlo was brave because ______________________

___________________________________________________________

One fear I want to learn more about is ________________________

because __________________________________________________

The Dark Book Reflection
Reflect on the book by completing the sentence starts below.

Read The Dark with

Name: ________________________

I think Lemony Snicket wrote this book to _______________________

___________________________________________________________



Laszlo

C
om

pare and contrast Laszlo and yourself.

both
M

e

R
ead The D

ark w
ith

N
am

e: __________________________



Exposition

Rising Action

Falling Action

R
esolution

C
lim

ax

C
om

plete the story plot 
for The D

ark. 

R
ead The D

ark w
ith

N
am

e: __________________________



This or That…

snakes                              spiders                              

height                              speed                              

sharks                              amphibians                              

open space                              small space                              

flying                             driving                              

clowns zombies                              

dentist doctor

bugs birds

ocean                              air                              

crowd empty room

space ocean                              

falling climbing                              

or

or

or

or

or

or

or

or

or

or

or

or

Grab a partner. Read the options below and ask each other ‘this or 
that’. Then, discuss why you picked each option. 

Read The Dark with



The Dark 
Discussion Questions

Before Reading:
• Describe what you see on the front cover.
• What predictions can you make based on the cover?
• Find the author’s name. What is it? Have you heard of this author 

before? 
• Find the illustrator’s name. What other books have you read by this 

illustrator? 
• What clues does the title give about the story?
• Is this book fiction or nonfiction? How can you tell?

While Reading:
• What word would you use to describe the house?
• Why do you think Laszlo is afraid of the dark?
• What are you wondering about so far?
• Why do you think Laszlo visits the dark in the morning?
• How do you think Laszlo feels when the dark calls his name? What 

makes you think that?
• Do you think Laszlo will go in the basement? Why or why not? What 

decision would you make?

After Reading:
• Which part of the story did you think was the scariest part? What 

made you think that?
• What advice would you give Laszlo?
• How did this story make you feel? Why?
• In what ways are you and Laszlo similar? 
• What could another title for this book be?
• Could this story happen in real life?
• What is the message or moral in this story?
• What other book or movie is this similar to?

Read The Dark with

K-2



The Dark 
Discussion Questions

Before Reading:
• Do you know any other books by this author? If so, what are your 

predictions about this book?
• How might this book be similar to or different from other books 

Lemony Snicket has written?
• What problems do you think the characters may face?
• What do you infer may happen in this book? Explain your reasoning.
• What genre do you think this book will be? Explain your reasoning.

While Reading:
• Why do you think Laszlo is afraid of the dark?
• Lemony Snicket uses personification to describe the dark. How does 

giving the dark human characteristics make it scary? 
• In what ways is the house an important character in the story?
• What advice would you give Laszlo when the dark calls to him?
• How have Laszlo’s actions affected your emotions throughout the 

story so far?

After Reading:
• Explain the emotions the characters experienced.
• Did the illustrations help you understand the story? How so?
• Relate a part of the story to your life or a book you’ve previously 

read.
• What happened at the climax of this story?
• In what ways did Lemony Snicket manipulate your predictions and/or 

expectations?
• How is the ending of the story ironic?

3-5

Read The Dark with



The Dark
Writing Prompts

● Write about something that has frightened you. 
How did you overcome this year?

● Describe Laszlo’s problem in the story. How 
was his problem solved?

● If you lived in Laszlo’s house, what would you 
do there?

● Would you rather meet Laszlo or live in his 
house? Why?

● How did Laszlo show bravery?
● Do you agree with Laszlo’s decision to go into 

the basement? Why or why not? What would 
you have done?

● How does the writer make the house feel like a 
character? 

● Rewrite the end of the story to make it scary.
● Retell the most important events using first, 

next, then, and last.
● Continue the story! What do you predict Laszlo 

will do next?

K-2

Read The Dark with



The Dark
Writing Prompts

● Write about a time you experienced fear 
like Laszlo in this story.

● Compare and contrast Laszlo and 
yourself. How are you alike or different?

● How did the setting affect the story?
● How does Lemony Snicket make the dark 

seem human?
● Write another way Laszlo could have 

solved the problem. How would this have 
changed the outcome of the story?

● What inferences can you make about 
Laszlo based on his actions? Give 
examples.

● If this story was turned into a movie, what 
would be similar and different?

● Write a story about another thing that 
many people fear. Give it human 
characteristics. 

3-5

Read The Dark with



Use these low prep and no print activities at home and school.

Home Challenge

No Print Novelties

Read the interview USA Today did with 
Lemony Snicket and Jon Klassen. After, 
talk about the points both made about 

fear.

Flashlight Reading
Materials: flashlight

Turn off all of the lights and close the blinds. 
Make sure everyone has a flashlight and a book. 

Everyone finds a quiet place to read. 
When ready, everyone turns on the flashlight and starts 

reading.

For additional fun, tell students about the activity the 
day before. Encourage them to bring in a blanket, and 
even a pillow. For a real dark-out, they can read under 

the blanket with their flashlight.

Read The Dark with

https://www.usatoday.com/story/life/books/2013/04/22/lemony-snicket-jon-klassen-interview/2097027/

