
Book Title
What If Everybody Did That?

Content Area

ELA, Social Emotional

Grade Levels

K-5th

Learning Targets

Activity 1-3 : Students complete a soundscape activity.
Activity 4-6: Students write a diary entry from the main character’s perspective.

Activity 7-11: Students explore good and bad choices.
Activity 12: Students put words in ABC order.

Activity 13: Students illustrate a cause and effect from the story.
Activity 14-16: Students write a comic based on the book.

Activity 17: Students explore the story’s lesson.
Activity 18: Students write about the main idea.

Activity 19: Students determine the author’s purpose.

Scan the QR code →
to open the soundscape!

Materials Needed:

pencil, coloring materials, scissors, glue

Tech Tip:
Click here to clean a virtual park! Determine if 

the items are recycling, compost, or trash.

https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/games/action-adventure/article/recycle-roundup-new


Soundscape Sketch
While listening to the story, draw a picture of the different sounds you hear in the Novel Effect 

soundscape. Afterwards, the class will discuss which sounds they sketch.

Name: ______________________



Soundscape Scavenger Hunt
While listening to the story, color in the sounds you hear in the Novel Effect soundscape.

Name: ______________________



Soundscape Settings
Listen for the sound effects that match the pictures. Then, using the word bank below, write 

the setting of where each sound effect occurs. 

Name: ______________________

__________________ __________________ __________________

__________________ __________________ __________________

grocery store      pool     driveway       bathroom       restaurant



Dear Diary…
Write a diary entry from the perspective of the main character.

Name: _________________



Dear Diary…
Write a diary entry from the perspective of the main character.

 Include a picture at the top.

Name: _________________

______________
______________
______________
______________



Dear Diary…
Write a diary entry from the perspective of the main character.

 Include a picture at the top.

Name: _________________

___________________________
___________________________
___________________________
___________________________
___________________________
___________________________
___________________________
___________________________



Name: ______________________

Good Choices Bad Choices



tell a lie throw food be patient steal from 
the store 

say thank 
you litter pick up 

trash
tease 

someone

give a hug compliment 
a friend

cheat
on a test say please

Name: ______________________

Good Choices Bad Choices



bad choice good choice

Name: __________________________

Illustrate or write 3 choices the boy made in the story. Then, show how he can make a better 
choice next time.



Instead of… I can…

Name: __________________________

Change the choices below into better choices by writing what you can do instead.

throwing trash on the ground

leaving a mess on the floor

running in the classroom

teasing someone younger than 
me

tattling on someone

playing with my food during 
lunch



cart

litter

honk

blurt

cake

hug

bear

bath

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

Directions: Cut out the words 
below. Glue them onto the other 
column in alphabetical order.

Name: ______________________

ABC Order



C
ause:

E
ff

ect:

N
am

e: ____________________________________
      

                  
Illustrate one cause and effect event from

 the story. 
W

rite a brief description of each event under your illustrations.

C
ause and

 E
ff

ect



Comic Strips
Illustrate and write comic strips. In the first rectangle, show someone that is about to make a bad 

choice. In the next square, show how they change to make a good choice instead.

What if everybody 
did that?

What if everybody 
did that?

What if everybody 
did that?

Name: _________________



You’re the Star!
Illustrate a comic with yourself as the main character. Write a story that shows you 

making a great choice.

Name: _________________



You’re the Star!
Illustrate a comic with yourself as the main character. Write a story that shows you 

making a great choice. Remember to include dialogue!

Name: _________________



What is the lesson of
 this story?

Do you think the boy learned this 
lesson? Shade an answer.

yes no

Explain your reasoning. Why or why not?

What lesson(s) did you take 
away from this story?

How can we use this lesson in the classroom?

Name: ______________________

Explore this story’s lesson. Follow the arrows and answer the questions.



Name: _________________________

Describe the main idea of What If Everybody Did That? 
Then, write 3 supporting details from the story.



Author’s Purpose

Entertain

The author wants 
you to read this book 

for fun.

Persuade

The author wants to 
convince you of 

something.

Inform
The authors wants to 
give you information 

about a topic.

Shade one of the boxes below that shows the Ellen Javernick’s purpose for writing this book.

Write three examples from the book that show the author’s purpose.

Name: _____________________________



Discussion Questions K-2

Before Reading:
• Name the author and illustrator.
• Describe what you notice on the front cover. Which items can 

be recycled?
• Based on the title and cover, what do you think this book will 

be about?
• What inferences do you have about the main character?

While Reading:
• What would happen if everybody raced their carts in the 

grocery store?
• What is another word for dropping garbage outside? How 

does this harm the environment?
• How would you feel is everybody blurted during story time?
• How does the mom feel at the end of the story? How can you 

tell?

After Reading:
• Which of the boy’s actions do you think was the worst? Why?
• Were your predictions about the story correct? How were they 

the same or different.
• What lesson does this story teach?
• Have you ever done any of the actions in the book? What is a 

better choice you will make next time.
• What can you do if you notice someone making a bad 

choice?



3-5

Before Reading:
• Name the author and illustrator.
• Describe what you notice on the front cover.
• Based on the title and cover, what do you think this book will 

be about?
• What inferences do you have about the main character?

While Reading:
• What point of view is the story being told from?
• List a synonym for the word trash.
• What would the effect be if everybody littered? 
• What would the effect be if everybody blurted during story 

time? 
• What is the cause of the empty swimming pool?
• Describe the illustration style.

After Reading:
• How would the story have differed if it was written from the 

boy’s point of view.
• What is another action that everybody should do?
• Create your own ‘What if everybody did that?” scenario. What 

would the effect be?
• What is the story’s lesson?
• Why do you think the author wrote this book?
• Make a text to self connection. What does this book remind 

you of?

Discussion Questions



Writing Prompts

K-2

● Write a list of actions that take 

care of the Earth.

● Write a list of ways you can 

show acts of kindness.

● Explain why it is important to 

take care of the Earth.

● Describe ways you can show 

good manners. 

● Write about the lesson this story 

teaches.

● Write about what would happen 

if nobody followed the rules. 

● Write a letter to the boy. 

Describe how the boy’s actions 

made others feel.



Writing Prompts

3-5

● Write a story about a world 

where everyone made bad 

choices.

● Write a poem about the Earth.

● Write about a time you 

witnessed an act of kindness.

● Continue the story. Write 

about how the boy will change 

his actions the next day. 

Include new scenarios. 

● Write an advertisement for this 

book. Consider who would 

benefit most from reading this. 

Target that audience. 



Use these low prep and no print activities at home and school.

Home Challenge

No Print Novelties

Take a walk in your community. Be on 
the lookout for any litter you can collect 

and throw away. Make a list of other 
ways you can help your community.

Act It Out:
Students silently act out events (similar to Charades) 
that happened in the story.

Students will…
● Write their favorite part of the story on a piece of 

paper and throw them into a bucket.
● The first volunteer picks an event from the bucket to 

act out.
● Silently, the volunteer student acts out the story 

event.
● The rest of the class guesses what part of the story 

it is.


