
Book Title
Can I Be Your Dog?

Content Area

ELA, Map Skills

Grade Levels

K-5th

Learning Targets

Activity 1: Students illustrate parts of the story.
Activity 2: Students describe their dream dog.
Activity 3: Students sort words in abc order.

Activity 4-5: Students compare and contrast with a venn diagram.
Activity 6-7: Students complete letters by filling in blanks.

Activity 8: Students create a map based on the story.
Activity 9-12: Students sequence the story.

Craftivity: Students create a thank you card based on the story.

Scan the QR code →
to open the soundscape!

Materials Needed:

pencil, scissors, glue, coloring materials

Tech Tip:
Practice writing a friendly letter. Complete whole 

group OR send to students to complete individually. 

https://www.abcya.com/games/friendly_letter_maker


Draw a picture of 4 people/places Arfy wrote a letter to.

Arfy’s Scrapbook

Read Can I Be Your Dog? with

Name: ________________________



Describe the perfect dog for you.
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Directions: Cut out the words 
below. Glue them onto the other 
column in alphabetical order.
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Dear _________________,

        I think Arfy would make a great pet because he 

_______________________________________

also help you with tasks like __________________

and ___________________. I think it’s important

I think you two would be a ______________ match.

Sincerely, 

Three words that describe him are ____________,

_____________, and ______________. He can

that everyone have a dog because _____________

Write a letter to someone in the story convincing 
them why Arfy would make a good dog.Name: ___________________________
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_______________________________________



Dear ___________________,

Please adopt me! I am a ________________ dog that loves

______________ and _______________. I promise to be 

verb

adjective

plural noun

verb ending with -ing verb ending with -ing

________________ with children and _________ people.

I love to __________ all day long and can’t wait to _______

adjective

adjective adjective

verb verb

with your family. I am also very cute! I have _____________

___________ fur and a ___________ tail. My ears are 
color adjective

name of someone

_____________ and my eyes are ____________ like ____ 
adjective adjective number

_____________. I can do chores around your __________,  
noun

too! I can scare away ____________ and ______________.
plural noun plural noun

I can’t wait to ___________ you!

Sincerely, 
Arfy

Name: ___________________________
Complete Arfy’s letter by adding in the correct parts of speech. 



Create a Map
Draw a map of what YOU think Butternut Street looks like. Cut and glue the landmarks 

below onto your map. Make a map legend in the rectangle.
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Sequence the Events 
Sequence the story. Cut and paste the pictures in order of how they happened in the book.
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Story Retell
Retell the story using the pictures below. Write a brief description about each event.
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How?

Summarize the Story
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Write a word or sentence that answers each part of the story.
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Thank You Card
Students write a thank you card from Arfy’s OR Mitzy’s perspective.

Printing Directions:
● Print pages 9-10 double sided. Make sure to 

select ‘flip on long edge’- or else they will print 
upside down.
○ This will print 2 thank you 

card templates. Cut each out.

Activity Directions:
● On the front, students decorate the thank you 

card.
● On the back, students write a letter to either 

Mitzy OR Arfy from the other’s perspective. 
○ Ex. Arfy thanking Mitzy for a new home.
○ Ex. Mitzy thanking Arfy for being her dog.
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front side of 2 postcards
Read Can I Be Your Dog? with



back side of 2 postcards
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Can I Be Your Dog?
Discussion Questions

Before Reading:
• Describe what you see on the front cover. 
• What is the dog holding? How can you tell?
• What predictions do you have based on the cover?
• Who do you think the dog is writing to?
• Do you think this is fiction or nonfiction? How can you tell?

While Reading:
• Can a dog write a letter in real life? Why or why not?
• Look at the Arfy’s face after he sends his first letter. How do 

you think he feels? How can you tell?
• How would Arfy keep the butcher’s floor nice and clean?
• Where do you think the best home for Arfy would be?
• What does it mean if a letter says ‘return to sender’?
• Why did Mitzy ask Arfy to meet her at the mailbox?

After Reading:
• How did Arfy’s feeling change throughout the story?
• List ways our community can help a homeless animal.
• Do you think Mitzy and Arfy will make a good pair? Why or 

why not?
• What was the town’s name? How do you know?
• How did you feel during the story? Give a specific example.
• Would you adopt Arfy? Why or why not? 
• Could this story happen in real life? Why or why not?

Prek-2
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Can I Be Your Dog?
Discussion Questions

Before Reading:
• Describe what you seen on the cover. Did you notice the 

stamp? What do you think it means?
• What predictions do you have about the story based on the 

title and cover?
• Who do you think the dog is writing to?
• What settings do you think there may be based on the 

cover?

While Reading:
• Look at Arfy’s right before he reads the Honeywell’s yellow 

letter. What do you predict you letter will say? Why?
• What does the butcher mean by, “I have a bone to pick with 

you?” Why did he say this to Arfy?
• Why do you think Arfy would like to live with the butcher? List 

pros and cons.
• Where is Arfy’s return address labeled?

After Reading:
• How did Arfy’s feeling change throughout the story?
• What causes animals to become homeless? How can you 

help?
• Do you think Mitzy and Arfy will get along? Why or why not?
• How did the illustrations contribute to your understanding of 

the book?
• List the different ways Arfy signed his letters.

3-5
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Can I Be Your Dog?
Writing Prompts

● What are some responsibilities of having 
a pet?

● Would you adopt Arfy? Why or why not?
● Would you rather have a pet dog or cat? 

Why?
● Do you think Arfy will be happy with 

Mitzy? Why or why not?
● Write a friendly letter to Arfy.
● Write directions for how to take care of a 

dog.
● If you could have any animal as a pet, 

what would it be? Why would you want 
this pet?

● Continue the story! What do you think 
Arfy and Mitzy will do next?

● Sequence the story using first, next, 
then, and last.

K-2
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Can I Be Your Dog?
Writing Prompts

● List pros and cons of adopting a pet.
● Write directions for how to care for a 

dog.
● Write a persuasive letter explaining why 

your family should adopt Arfy.
● Draw a venn diagram comparing and 

contrasting cats and dogs.
● Write a letter to a family from Arfy’s 

perspective. Convince them to take 
him in!

● Write an opinion piece about the best 
pet.

● Write a friendly letter to Arfy.
● If you could have any animal as a pet, 

what would it be? Why 
would you want this pet?

3-5
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Use these low prep and no print activities at home and school.

Home Challenge

No Print Novelties

Option 1: Build a model town of your own! Use blocks, 
toys, and any supplies you have available. Don’t forget to 

include roads, buildings, and parks in your town.

Chain Letter:
This can be done in small groups or as a whole class. Students pass 
around a paper to create silly letter together.

Directions:
● Grab one sheet of paper.
● The first student writes the letter salutation to determine who it is 

addressed to.
● This paper is passed to the next volunteer. They write the first 

body sentence.
● The paper continues from student to student with a sentence 

added each time.
● The last student writes the closing signature.

Once every student has participated, a volunteer will read the silly 
letter aloud!

Read Can I Be Your Dog? with

Option 2: Model how to address your little learner’s home 
address. Address a few envelopes together and send mail 

to family and friends.


