
Book Title

We Don’t Eat Our Classmates

Content Area

ELA, SEL

Grade Levels

PreK-3rd

Learning Targets 

Activity 1: Students draw Walter’s fish bowl.
Activity 2: Students draw a lunch for Penelope.

Activity 3: Students write classroom rules.
Activity 4: Students write a quote from Walter’s perspective.

Activity 5: Students write character traits.
Activity 6: Students write how to be a good classmate.

Activity 7: Students illustrate story vocabulary.
Activity 8-9: Students sequence the story.
Activity 10: Students correct sentences.
Activity 11: Students reflect on the book.

Activity 12-13: Students design pins for Penelope’s backpack.

Tech Tip: 
Go back in time and play with dinosaurs!

Materials Needed:

pencils, coloring materials, scissors

Scan the QR code →
to open the soundscape!

https://pbskids.org/sesame/games/ernies-dinosaur-daycare/
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Name: ___________________________________

Write a list of rules you think we should use in our classroom.

Classroom Rules
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Name: _________________

Character Traits
Write character traits that describe Penelope inside each leaf below. Then, illustrate 

an example of how she showed these traits inside the apple.



Name: ____________________

Kind Classmates
Write how you can be a kind classmate in each heart.



Name: ______________________

Vocabulary Visuals 
Draw an illustration that shows an example of each word.

extinct nervous

delicious appetite



Retell the Story
Illustrate or write what happened at the beginning, middle, and end of the story.
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Who was the main character?

___________________________________________________________ 

Name: __________________________

Book Reflection
Reflect on the book by answering the questions below in complete sentences.

Describe the problem and solution.

___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________ 

What does it mean to treat others the way you’d like to be treated?

___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________ 

Describe your favorite part of the Novel Effect soundscape.

___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________ 

What lesson did Penelope learn?

___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________ 

What did this story remind you of?
___________________________________________________________ 

List 3 character traits you would use to describe Penelope.

___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________ 



Name: _________________

Backpack Designer
Penelope’s backpack had ponies all over it because she loved ponies. 

If you were Penelope, what would your backpack have on it?



Backpack Designer Craft:
Print Directions:
● Page page 13 (backpack template) for each student.
● Print page 14 (pin page) for half the number of 

students you have. Cut page in half for each student. 

Materials:
● scissors
● glue
● coloring materials

Student Directions:
● Students color backpack template and cut it out.
● Students color and design pins. 
● They cut the pins out and glue them onto the 

backpack.
● Glue backpack to construction paper for a cute back 

to school bulletin board!





Design buttons you’d like on your backpack. Cut them out and glue the to backpack template.

Design buttons you’d like on your backpack. Cut them out and glue the to backpack template.



Discussion Questions
K-2

Before Reading:
• Describe what you see on the front cover.
• What predictions do you have about the story based on the cover?
• What do you know about dinosaurs?
• The author, Ryan T. Higgins, starts with a message that you won’t be 

eaten by a T. Rex because they are extinct. What does extinct mean?

While Reading:
• Penelope is a T-Rex. Think about what you know about T-Rexes. How 

might that knowledge help you understand the story or Penelope’s 
actions?

• On the first page, it says that Penelope is nervous. What does nervous 
mean?

• Why do you think Penelope is surprised to see children in her 
classroom? 

• Why isn’t Penelope making friends?
• What do you think will happen when Penelope puts her finger in 

Walter’s fish tank? 
• Why does Walter lick his lips at the end of the story?

After Reading:
• What lesson do you think Penelope learned?
• Would you be friends with Penelope? Why or why not?
• Describe how the story made you feel.
• Have you ever met anyone like Penelope?
• What is the message or moral in this story?
• What class pet would you like?
• What other class rules do you think are important to follow?



Writing Prompts

K-2

● Write about a time you were nervous. 

● Write 3-5 rules you think are most 

important to follow in school.

● What could Penelope have done to 

make friends right away? 

● Would you rather meet Penelope or 

Walter? Why?

● How did Penelope show empathy?

● Do you agree with Penelope no 

longer eating her classmates? Why or 

why not? What would you have 

done?

● What class pet do you think we 

should? Why would it make a good 

pet for the classroom?

● Continue the story! What do you 

predict the characters will do next?



Use these low prep and no print activities at home and school.

No Print Novelties

Back to School Rules:

Directions:
● Grab a large sheet of paper, such as anchor 

chart paper, and title it, “Classroom Rules”.
● Give each student 1-2 sticky notes.
● Students write rules for the classroom on 

their sticky notes.
● They add it to the poster.
● Discuss and agree on the rules as a class.

Home Challenge
Reframe important parts of the story when Penelope tried to 

make friends, but instead scared the children. 

Have your child act out what she could have done instead of:
● Eating her classmates.
● Opening her mouth at the bottom of the slide before they 

slid down.
● Drawing a picture of eating her classmates.


