
Book Title
Up in the Garden, Down in the Dirt

Content Area

ELA, Science, Math

Grade Levels

K-5th

Learning Targets

Activity 1: Students illustrate an underground world.
Activity 2: Students illustrate species from the story.

Activity 3: Students sequence steps of planting a seed.
Activity 4-5: Students illustrate foods/animals from the book.

Activity 6: Students sort parts of speech.
Activity 7: Students illustrate and define story vocabulary.

Activity 8: Students work with figurative language.
Activity 10-12: Students complete a graphing activity.

Craftivity: Students create their own seed packet.

Scan the QR code →
to open the soundscape!

Materials Needed:

pencil, coloring supplies, scissors, glue or tape

Tech Tip:
Click here to find free seed and soil 

related games. 

https://seedsurvivor.com/just-for-kids/games/


Illustrate w
hat you im

agine happening underground.
N

am
e: _____________________________



Illustrate the plants, insects, and anim
als m

entioned in the 
story. D

raw
 them

 either above or below
 the dirt.

N
am

e: _____________________________



Sequence the steps of planting a seed. 
Illustrate or write each step in the petals.Name: ______________________



beetle skunkpraying mantis

bat ladybugearthworm

bird honeybeepill bug

Illustrate the bugs and animals mentioned in the story.

Name: ______________________



pumpkin tomatosquash

cucumber zucchinigreen bean

basil peacorn

Illustrate the harvestables listed in the story. 
Circle your favorite one to eat!

Name: ______________________



adjectives

Sort the Parts of Speech

Name: ______________________

Sort each word below in the correct parts of speech column.

nouns verbs

flower

wet

dig

brown

slimy grow bright

insect

eatdirtopen

grass



Word Illustration Definition

compost

brittle

drench

harvest

aphid

Name: ______________________

Story Vocabulary
Illustrate and define the words below.



Name: ______________________

Figurative Language
Writers use figurative language to create images for us as we read. Draw what 
you imagine for each term. Then, write a description of what you think it means.

plated suits of armor

_______________________
_______________________
_______________________

frost draws lace on leftover leaves

_______________________
_______________________
_______________________

wind whistles through plants

_______________________
_______________________
_______________________

mud sucks at my boots

_______________________
_______________________
_______________________









Step 1: Cut on the dashed lines. Step 2: Crease the bold lines.

Step 4: Fold down the other 
flap on top of the glue.

Step 3: Fold down the flap that 
says ‘glue here’. Place glue on 

top of this flap.

Create Your Own 
Seed Packet



Step 5: Tape or glue the bottom 
flap.

Now, students 
can decorate 
the front of 
their seed 
packet.

Students write 
the steps to 
care for a 

plant of their 
choice.



C
ut off this rectangle

C
ut off this rectangle

C
ut off this w

hole strip.

Glue here

H
ow

 to C
a

re for Y
our P

la
nt:



Discussion Questions K-2

Before Reading:
• Describe what you notice on the front cover.
• Which species on the cover are alive?
• What are some things you may see in dirt?

While Reading:
• Would you bite into a warm tomato like an apple? Why 

or why not?
• Who is telling the story? How can you tell?
• Do you think the girl enjoys gardening? Why or why 

not?
• How do you think it feels (temperature wise) in this 

setting?

After Reading:
• What do plants need in order to grow?
• What bugs were mentioned in the story?
• List the main characters.
• Would you like to visit the setting of the story? Why or 

why not?
• What do you think the mother and the grandmother 

will do the next day?
• What do you think the characters will use their fruits 

and vegetables for?



3-5

Before Reading:
• Have you ever worked in a garden before? What 

background knowledge might be helpful to know 
while reading this book?

• What creatures do you think they’ll find down in the 
dirt?

• Does this book remind you of another book you’ve 
read? Why?

While Reading:
• What is an aphid?
• What figurative language have you noticed so far?
• What perspective is the story written from?

After Reading:
• Make a text to self connection. What does the story 

remind you of?
• What were you visualizing during the story?
• Compare and contrast the creatures in the garden 

versus the ones in the dirt.
• Explain why it’s important to pick weeds.
• How did the story change during each season?
• What if the story took place in a different setting. How 

would that affect the storyline? 

Discussion Questions



Writing Prompts

K-2

● If you were planting a garden, 

what seeds would you plant?

● Would you want to work in a 

garden just like the little girl in 

this story? Why or why not?

● Write a story about what you 

think happens underground.

● Write a poem about flowers.

● Describe what plants need in 

order to grow.

● Write a story as if you were a 

worm in the dirt. What would 

you do?



Writing Prompts

3-5

● Rewrite the story from the 

grandmother’s perspective.

● Write a story about an 

underground world.

● Research one of the plants or 

bugs mentioned in the book. Write 

an informational paragraph about 

it.
● Compare and contrast the garden 

versus under the dirt.

● Describe a theme you noticed in 

the story. Use text evidence. 

● Write a persuasive essay 

explaining why everyone should 

garden.

● Explain how a seed turns into 

a fruit we can eat.



Use these low prep and no print activities at home and school.

Home Challenge

No Print Novelties

Up in the Garden, Down in the Dirt
Directions:
● Review the insects and bugs mentioned in the 

story.
● Teacher will say, “Up in the garden!” All students will 

act as something that visited garden (skunk, bat, 
bird, etc). 

● Then, teacher alternates and says, “Down in the 
dirt!” Students act as an insect mentioned in the 
story.

● After each prompt students can discuss which they 
picked and their action.

Visit a local store to buy seeds. Plant the 
seeds together. Discuss how to take care of 
the plant(s) in order for them to grow. Write a 

schedule so you don’t forget!


